NOMINATIONS SOUGHT FOR PRESTIGIOUS INTERNATIONAL CANINE HEALTH
AWARDS

The International Canine Health Awards are returning for the fifth year to celebrate some of the
world’s finest researchers and scientists whose work has had a positive impact on the health and
well-being of dogs.
Nominations are currently being sought for the awards, which are run by the Kennel Club
Charitable Trust and include substantial cash prizes donated by Vernon and Shirley Hill, founders
of Metro Bank, to go towards new or continued research.
The awards will be presented at a ceremony at the Kennel Club in London on 24th May 2017.
With a prize fund totalling £65,000, the Kennel Club Charitable Trust is urging people to nominate
themselves or their peers by 13th February 2017. The awards will be judged by representatives from
the veterinary profession and the world of scientific research, including experts in each of the
nominees' selected fields.
The three categories for the International Canine Health Awards are:
 International Prize in Canine Health for outstanding contribution in the field of canine health
and welfare with a prize fund of £40,000 (approximately $55,000 or €48,000) for future projects.
The award will be presented to an individual who is currently involved in world class innovation
but with much still to contribute.


Lifetime Achievement Award with a £10,000 prize fund - a veterinarian or scientist working

in a related discipline who has dedicated much of their career to advancing the health of dogs. The
award will be presented to an individual who has made a significant impact on the world stage of
canine health.


Student Inspiration Awards which will be split into undergraduate and postgraduate awards,

with a prize fund of £10,000 for the postgraduate and £5,000 for the undergraduate winner. These
prizes will aid further education costs, the development of their careers, or to create or continue a
project. The awards will be presented to extraordinary students studying at a British veterinary

school, who demonstrate the potential significantly to advance the frontiers of veterinary medicine
and research in the field of dogs.
Last year’s winners included Professor Holger Volk, recipient of the International Award, who was
recognised for the progressive work he has carried out in the field of veterinary neurology and
neurosurgery. Known for his work in canine epilepsy, Professor Volk has covered many topics
within the field, including a study on diets to aid seizure control; an ongoing project on behavioural
epilepsy co-morbidities; studies into quality of life issues for dogs and owners; and he has helped to
launch a new anti-epileptic drug.
Speaking about the award, Professor Volk said: "I felt very honoured to have received the award
earlier in the year. It caught me by surprise that the highly respected Kennel Club would endorse
our work by giving me this award. I am grateful for all the amazing colleagues, breeders and pet
owners for their passion to help battle animal diseases and for making a difference on a daily
basis. Without everyone’s support, our work could never have been achieved or have an impact.”
Professor Mike Herrtage won the Lifetime Achievement Award for his major contribution to
veterinary scholarship and research. The Dean of the Cambridge Veterinary School, Professor
Herrtage is internationally recognised as a leading expert in diagnostic imaging and small animal
medicine. His research has covered a broad range of topics over a 40-year career and he has a
specialist focus in the field of metabolic and endocrine diseases.
Professor Herrtage said: “I was surprised and overwhelmed to have been nominated for this
auspicious award. It was a fantastic honour and one that I dedicated to my colleagues, residents and
students who have stimulated and supported me through my career, as well as my patients who have
challenged and continue to challenge me.”
Last year’s other winners were David Singleton, who won the Postgraduate Student Inspiration
Award for the research he is doing into antimicrobial resistance in dogs and other animals at the
University of Liverpool; and Natalie Gibbons, winner of the Undergraduate Student Inspiration
Award for her proposed research at the Royal Veterinary Collage into the phenotypic and functional
characterization of canine monocytes, an area which has not yet been explored in depth.
Professor Steve Dean, Chairman of Trustees of the Kennel Club Charitable Trust, commented:
"After four successful years, the International Canine Health Awards will once again, in 2017,
recognise those scientists, veterinarians and other individuals who help provide dogs with a

healthier future. Massive strides towards improving canine health have been made in recent years
and through the generosity of the Vernon and Shirley Hill Foundation we are able to offer these
awards to a global audience.
“The International Award recognises innovative work in dog health that deserves recognition and
funding. Individuals may be nominated by others or may nominate themselves. Candidates can
apply from anywhere in the world and the winner will receive a prize of £40,000 to support their
work.
“The Kennel Club Charitable Trust has a long history of supporting work that helps to improve dog
health and, thanks to Vernon and Shirley Hill, the International Canine Health Awards is proud to
be able to honour and reward world-class achievement."
Vernon Hill, founder and Chairman of Metro Bank, and whose major gift underwrites the
International Canine Health Awards, said: “We are proud to support world leaders in veterinary
medicine and its impact on human health.”

All nominations should be made via the online application form on the Kennel Club website before
13th February 2017 at http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/ICHA. If you have any queries regarding
the

application

process,

please

contact

Denise

French

denise.french@thekennelclub.org.uk.

With kind regards, looking forward to receive your applications.

at

the

Kennel

Club

via

